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CHAPTER 3
Our Titanic Love Affair

(BUILDING UP YOUR VOCABULARY )
oodoooooooooooooooooood

(1) I was completely mystified about what happened. I didn’ t know what to say.
a. bewildered b. surprised c. silenced

(2) We got three estimates before having the car repaired, and accepted the
lowest.
a. calculated costs b. inquiries c. down payments

(3) I was overwhelmed by her energy. She was the most energetic woman I had
ever met.
a. dismayed b. over concerned c¢. overcome

(4) His remarks grew weird. He even mentioned his sexual orientation.
a. sexy b. strange c. wicked
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(READING PASSAGE )
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Even James Cameron is a little mystified by the pas-
sionate reaction to his movie. The director of Titanic” has
been tirelessly circling the world to promote his filnis opening.
Audiences don't always laugh at the same jokes, he's
5 discovered. But whether it's Moscow or Tokyo or Rome, they
all cry at the same places.
H“ Titanic” is the most successful movie ever in Mexico
and Hong Kong. In some towns in France, cinema owners
report that their admissions exceed the local population,
10 which means that the French are going to it three or four
times. By all estimates; Titanic” will be the first billion-
dollar movie ever released.
Normally, films draw a 2 percent repeat audience,;
“ Titanic” is drawing 20 percent. Consider these highly
15 unusual statistics: 45 percent of all the women under 25 who
have seen the movie have seen it twice. And 76 percent of all
people who have seen the movie at least twice plan to see it
again. What's particularly surprised the studios is that 37
percent of the audience is older than 25— a larger per-
20 centage of adults than was expected.
Gina Latta, an 18-year-old freshman at Lewis & Clark
College in Portland, Oregon, is more than a little embar-
rassed at how she like§ Titanic.” The first time I saw it
with a friend, we couldn’t stop crying. I was so over-
25 whelmed at how sad it was.” Like many other Titanic
addicts, she has found herself surreptitiously reading the
many Titanic books on the market! I'm not obsessed,” she
assures us: OK, maybe a little obsessed.”
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In Chicago, 28-year-old Maria Federici is on her way to
se¢ Titanic” a fifth time with her boyfriend and his mother.
“ Tdon’t normally see movies twice. This is kind of weird for
me,” she confesses: It's totally a chick flick. You got
5 everything you want— love and a little gore.” Titanic's
appeal to women is well known, but 40 percent of the
audience is male. Federici’'s boyfriend, Ken Lill, is on his
third go-round: I like action movies, but this one touches
you,” Lill says.
10 @ Sixteen-year-old William Rodriguez has a friend who's
seen the movie seven times! He took seven different girls
to see it. And he still liked the movie after all those times,”

Rodriguez says.
(377 words, Newsweek, Feb. 23, 1998)
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(INFORMATION OUTLOOK )

gobooboooboooboboobooobobooboonoog

gbooobao gooooo

40% 37%
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60% 63%

(KEY EXPRESSIONS)
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(1) cannot stop O ing

No matter what I did, ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ).

gdooooodobooooouoooon
a. baby b. could c. the d. crying e. stop f. not

(2) be obsessed with [

He ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ).
0000000000000000000

a. foolish b. was c. the d. idea e. with f. obsessed

(3) be on one’s way to I

Tam ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ).
0D00000000000000000000

a. letter b. mail c. way d. this emy fto g.on
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(FURTHER DISCUSSION)
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